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population characteristics and 
SCH Seminars 5 transport.. With these additions, 
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Be automatically informed thematically. 
You can subscribe to NSS News by sending an e-mail to inquiriles@nss.gov.au requesting your name be added to the mailing list. Alternatively, you : : 
can access the newsletter directly on the NSS web site. We hope you enjoy reading NSS News and look forward to receiving your feedback ne ae De Sue Thematic 
The newsletter and web site is produced and maintained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. cele] ONG Ale NISL 
For more information please contact Geoff de Baux on 02 6252 5032 or email geoffrey.debaux@abs.gov.au. www.oesr.qid.gov.au. 
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Methodology Development Partnership between 
ABS and the University of Wollongong. 


The need to establish a program of research into new and 
innovative methods of collecting, analysing and exploiting 
statistical information has led to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) partnering with the University of Wollongong 
(UOW) to establish a Chair in Statistical Methodology. 


An agreement formalising the establishment of the new 
professorial post was signed on 6 December 2004 between the 
Australian Statistician, Dennis Trewin, from the ABS and UOW 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Gerard Sutton. 


UOW Vice-Chancellor, Professor Gerard Sutton (left) 
with Australian Statistician, Mr Dennis Trewin, 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS):Photo courtesy UOW 


Feature Article 


The new Chair will be located within the Centre for Statistical and 
Survey Methodology (CSSM) at UOW. The centre will undertake 
fundamental research, industry focused research, contract 
research projects and major consulting projects which involve 
statistical or survey methodology. It will also develop a program 
of training courses in statistical methodology targeted at ABS 
staff. Part of the arrangement involves UOW developing a 
proposal for a professional doctorate in statistics. CSSM can be 
contacted through its Director, Professor David Steel 
(dsteel@uow.edu.au) 


This initiative is part of an overall strategy to improve the skills of 
ABS Methodology staff, to ensure sound and defensible 
methodology is used and to encourage innovation. As university 
courses with small student numbers are increasingly being 
discontinued or combined with other courses to maintain student 
numbers, it is harder to get enough graduates with the 
specialised training required for methodology work. ABS expects 
this relationship will use a number of activities such as problem 
solving clinics, commentaries on project report/research papers, 
attendance at our methodology panel meetings, advice on Staff 
technical development, membership on technical subcommittees 
as well as the personal mentoring of a few staff. 


For more information, please contact: 
Bill Gross on (02) 6252 6302. 
Email : bill.gross@abs.gov.au 
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National 
Data Network 


NDN Interim Governing 
Board 


The Second meeting of the NDN 
Interim Governing Board was held 
recently. The Board provided 
useful guidance to the NDN 
management and development 
team in a number of key areas 
including: 


e the NDN guiding principles 

e measures of NDN success 

e confidentiality within the NDN 

e commercial sector involvement in 
the NDN 


The meeting agenda and papers 
are available on the NDN website. 


Two NDN brochures: "In brief: the 
National Data Network" and 
"Frequently asked Questions" have 
been recently released and are alsa 
available from the NDN website 


http:/Awww.nationaldatanetwork.org 
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What role does DOTARS play in the collection and 
dissemination of statistics? 


The Bureau of Transport and Regional Economics (BTRE), has 
a long history in the collection, analysis and publication of 
statistical information. BTRE publishes a large range of transport 
statistics on their website at www.btre.gov.au. 


Particular and unique statistical strengths of BTRE collections 
include Shipping and Cargo, comprising the annual transport 
industry wide snapshot booklet compilation -"Australian 
Transport statistics", the biannual publication "Waterline" and 
the annual publication "Australian Sea Freight". BTRE also has 
responsibility for the National Aviation Statistics collection. 


The original purpose of Aviation Statistics collection was to 
support government planning and regulation of the aviation 
environment in the context of government controlled airlines and 
airports.The statistics were used to plan routes and capacity. 
And prior to the 1990 deregulation of airline fares they were also 
used to structure fares. They continue to be used in the 
facilitation of planning, regulation and for policy requirements, 
and to promote transparency and competition in the industry. 


BTRE collect flight by flight passenger data from 50 international 
airlines, and from approximately 25 Australian domestic and 
regional airlines. In addition, domestic airline on time 
performance, air fares data and information for a general 
aviation survey is collected. 
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What aviation data does BTRE publish? 


e International airlines monthly report — includes passenger 
traffic by route, country, airline, airport, load factors, flights, 
seats 


e Domestic aviation monthly report - publish top 49 routes 
monthly, passengers, seats, load factors 

e Domestic airline on time performance monthly report - publish 
top 49 routes monthly, on time departures, arrivals, 
cancellations by airline 


e General aviation - annual survey results 
e Air fares - monthly Internet index of fare movements 


What other information does BTRE publish? 


BTRE regional analytical papers and databases are also 
available from the BTRE website 


Under "Publications" the following Focus on Regions series 
information papers can be found: 


¢ Industry Structure (2004) 

¢ Education, Skills and Qualifications (2004) 
¢ Taxable Income (May 2005) 

¢ Social Capital (forthcoming August 2005) 
¢ Welfare Dependency (forthcoming 2006) 

* Household Wealth (forthcoming 2006) 


Where can this information be found? 


All this information, plus time series data is available free of 
charge from the BTRE web site, to access this data and view the 
new compilations of regional statistics go to btre.gov.au/statistics 
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NSS Web site updates 


A search Portal has recently been 
introduced to the web site. 
Designed as an information search 
facility, it enables users to search 
for statistics across a range of 
Australian and state government 
agency websites. 


Several search options are 
available. The default search is 
set to cover all agencies currently 
linked to the portal, and there is 
also the facility to restrict your 
search to one or more selected 
agencies. 


Over the next twelve months the 
facility will continue to expand the 
range of web sites upon which 
searches can be made. You can 
try searching some sites now at: 
http://search.nss.gov.au/nsssearch 


If you would like to add your web 
site to the NSS collections search 
portal please contact: 


Geoff de Baux on 02 6252 5032 or 
Geoffrey.debaux@abs.gov.au 
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South Australia trials an innovative statistical 
initiative 


The Statistics Program South Australia (SPSA) initiative has 
established a group of people to work on information projects for 
the State government. This work will include identifying and 
assisting datasets to meet National Statistical Service goals. The 
Program is on trial for a period of 6 months. 


The aim of the program is to demonstrate that a Business Unit 
containing a diverse range of analytical and project management 
skills, with a business focus for carrying out important 
information projects will add value to both the South Australian 
Government and the ABS. The trial will also determine whether 
the operating model, which involves "in kind" contributions of 
staff and facilities by the State Government and ABS will work, 
and whether the management model is appropriate. 


This Program will manage a range of inter-agency projects; 
including data sharing and data integration,although this is a 
longer-term goal. 


Overall the objective is to develop a stronger statistical capability 
for policy analysis by the SA Government, and hence a greater 
ability for "self help" on a range of their statistical projects. To 
meet these goals SPSA will involve a significant training 
component as well as negotiated project work. 
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If the trial is successful, SA government could look at seeking 
funding in the next budget round for a permanent arrangement 
to cover accommodation, facilities and, staffing for the unit. 


Initially, the 6 month trial of SPSA will involve four staff from the 
Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) and two staff 
from the ABS working on a jointly agreed work program; 
including environmental statistics projects and some "data 
discovery" and data dissemination projects designed to meet 
NSS objectives. 


The Department of the Premier and Cabinet will provide 
accommodation and facilities. 


The trial will also allow other agencies to propose projects and 
staff to be considered in the program. Part of the trial will include 
staff from the unit working with DEH staff on DEH premises, and 
with ABS staff on ABS premises to carry out joint projects. 


Ensuring that both the ABS and the state agencies are getting 
good value from the arrangements is paramount, and the model 
will be assessed on this factor. Barry Haydon will manage the 
unit on a part-time basis, with 'on-the-ground' team leadership 
provided by Don McNeill. The trial will be overseen by a board 
of management consisting of Adam Graycar from DPC (Cabinet 
Office & SA Australian Statistics Advisory Council rep), Kym 
Nicolson from DEH (A/Director of Environmental Information) 
and lan Crettenden (ABS Regional Director). 
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Household, income and 
labour Dynamics in 
Australia (HILDA) Survey 


Interviewing for the fourth wave of 
the HILDA Survey, Australia's 
largest household panel survey 
has recently been completed. 


The responding sample currently 
comprises almost 7000 
households. Unit-record data from 
the first three waves of the HILDA 
survey are now available and will 
form the subject of a major 
research conference being held at 
the University of Melbourne on 
29-30 September, 2005. 


For more information about the 
HILDA survey and/or the 
conference, go to the HILDA 
Survey website: 


www.melbourneinstitute.com/hilda. 


This site provides detailed 
documentation about the survey 
and data collected. You can also 
download an order form for the 
unit-record data and a conference 
registration form. 
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Small Area Estimation Manual 


In response to increasing user demand for small area estimates 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics is currently drafting a better 
practice manual. The content will reflect the ABS's knowledge 
and experience in methods for producing small area estimates 
and determining the quality of small area output. 


The manual will help standardise the ABS' response to small 
area data requests both in terms of appropriateness to users' 
decision making requirements and quality of output. The Small 
Area Estimation Practice manual will be mainly aimed at small 
area practitioners within the ABS engaged in providing ABS 
clients with small area data. 


However it is also likely to have appeal and relevance to clients 
of the ABS interested in the processes and methods for 
producing and validating small area data. 


An important aspect of the manual is the intent for it to be a 
living, breathing document that will be periodically updated to 
reflect latest experience in the application of small area methods. 


A working draft of the first edition of the manual will be available 
in October 2005. Comments will be actively sought from users 
of the manual, on improvements to the manual and how to better 
tailor the manual to their needs. 


At around this time we also intend to run seminar through the 
Statistical Clearing House series and the StatsNetwork 
meetings. 


For further information you can contact Daniel Elazar on (02) 
6252 6962 or by email at daniel.elazar@abs.gov.au 


Reading group in statistics offered at Family and 
Community Services 


Attending formal courses is an essential part of training for 
practitioners in the field of data analysis. However, a major 
challenge for Departments and their staff is being skillful and 
effective when the demand for this new knowledge arises. In 
some circumstances the time between learning and application 
can be considerable. Equally essential is keeping abreast of the 
advances in the field of statistics so knowledge and skills remain 
relevant. 


The Research and Evaluation Network, which is organised by the 
Research and Data Management Branch (RaDM) in FaCS 
recognises the importance of maintaining and enhancing 
statistical skills and seeks to address the knowledge and 
application gap through the establishment of a statistical reading 
group. 


Led by Justine Gibbings, a senior analyst from RaDM, the 
Reading Group is structured informally and has approximately 12 
regular members. Topics covered have included accuracy and 
inference, hypothesis testing and small sample sizes as well as 
more modern areas such as the bootstrap (variance estimation 
technique). 


Justine points out that for other agencies contemplating similar 
internal courses they work best as a refresher for people who 
have previously been trained on the topics covered. Another 
advantage this group has over external courses is that the course 
topic more closely reflects the application in the workplace, 
making the subject more relevant, and discussions about 
challenges and solutions more immediate. 


For further information from agencies contemplating similar 
groups contact Justine Gibbings on 02 6244 6349 or email at 
Justine. Gibbings@facs.gov.au 


Statistical Clearing House 
seminar series 


The next seminar will be held on 
Friday 1 July 2005. 


The topic 'How do | select 

the best sample of businesses 
for my survey?' covers frame 
selection, frame maintenance and 
sample design. 


The key points addressed include: 


e how to identify population and 
subpopulations 

e what is and makes a good frame 
e how to maintain frame quality 

e using a frame to select a sample 
e how the sample design affects 
the results of the survey 


Please note that this seminar is 
presented at Introductory level, 
and is aimed at those conducting 
surveys of businesses. 


Attendance is FREE. 


For more information or to reserve 
a place for this seminar, please 
contact: 


Elise Kennedy on 02 6252 7028, 
or elise.kennedy@abs.gov.au. 


